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shipwreck of both, it was more the Infinite goodness
and mcrey of God than the least providence or
discretion of mine own, who now thought of nothing
but the pursuit of vanity, and the confused Imagina-
tions of young men."
The years from 1641 to 1647 were largely occupied
by travel, and indeed, Evelyn was away from home
with Intervals up to 1652, The entries recording his
travelling experiences occupy something like one
third of the edition of the Diary we now have. They
show every trace of having been carefully and even
elaborately written up. Evelyn was no ordinary
traveller and sightseer. His thirst for knowledge, his
natural taste and his Immense vitality and energy
sharpened his powers of observation. No doubt,
therefore, he looked back at this period in which so
many vivid and wonderful impressions had been
indelibly stamped on his memory,, as a time of
education and apprenticeship which was of in-
calculable value to him in after life. The experiences*
moreover,, Included sights and ceremonies which
made a special appeal to him3 the meeting of new
acquaintances of eminence in the branches of
learning which Interested him, and the occurrence of
incidents which stirred the imagination of the
adventurous young man. There could be no doubt to
him, therefore,, that all this was worthy of detailed
reporting.
Unfortunately, travel notes arc the least attractive
part of any diary. Views, mountains, churches,
palaces, towns and even pageants are sights *9 when